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after community know they can’t take
any more on the property tax burden.
Seniors who want to live out their
years in the house they paid for can’t
see the property tax go up. Young fam-
ilies with a fixed stream of income who
bought into their first home can’t see
the property tax go up. However, we
fund our education system as if we
were still the agrarian society which
set up the entire structure for property
tax in the first place.

Our obligation is to find a way to re-
lease the creative energies and learn-
ing capacities of our Nation. If we were
to find a bipartisan consensus and
reach across the aisle to end this wast-
ed debate about saving a few kids rath-
er than saving all of the kids, it seems
to me we would have the ability in the
Congress to achieve something that
would truly be a long and lasting leg-
acy. It would be a great beginning for
this millennium.

Education is the No. 1 issue in Amer-
ica. It deserves more than a penny, a
dollar. That, it seems to me, is the mis-
sion we should embark on over the
course of these next months.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The

clerk will call the roll.
The assistant legislative clerk pro-

ceeded to call the roll.
Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. LOTT. It is such pleasure to see
the distinguished Senator from Kansas
in the chair. I know the Chamber will
be kept in order, and we will make real
progress.

f

PROVIDING FOR CONDITIONAL AD-
JOURNMENT OR RECESS OF THE
SENATE AND HOUSE OF REP-
RESENTATIVES

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate proceed
to the immediate consideration of S.
Con. Res. 80, the adjournment resolu-
tion, which is at the desk.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the concurrent resolu-
tion by title.

The assistant legislative clerk read
as follows:

A concurrent resolution (S. Con. Res. 80)
providing for a conditional adjournment or
recess of the Senate and a conditional ad-
journment of the House of Representatives.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the concurrent
resolution.

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the resolution be
agreed to and the motion to reconsider
be laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The concurrent resolution (S. Con.
Res. 80) was agreed to, as follows:

S. CON. RES. 80
Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep-

resentatives concurring), That when the Sen-

ate recesses or adjourns at the close of busi-
ness on Thursday, February 10, 2000, or Fri-
day, February 11, 2000, on a motion offered
pursuant to this concurrent resolution by its
Majority Leader or his designee, it stand re-
cessed or adjourned until noon on Tuesday,
February 22, 2000, or until such time on that
day as may be specified by its Majority
Leader or his designee in the motion to re-
cess or adjourn, or until noon on the second
day after Members are notified to reassemble
pursuant to section 2 of this concurrent reso-
lution, whichever occurs first; and that when
the House adjourns on the legislative day of
Wednesday, February 16, 2000, Thursday,
February 17, 2000, or Friday, February 18,
2000, on a motion offered pursuant to this
concurrent resolution by its Majority Leader
or his designee, it stand adjourned until 12:30
p.m. on Tuesday, February 29, 2000, for morn-
ing-hour debate, or until noon on the second
day after Members are notified to reassemble
pursuant to section 2 of this concurrent reso-
lution, whichever occurs first.

SEC. 2. The Majority Leader of the Senate
and the Speaker of the House, acting jointly
after consultation with the Minority Leader
of the Senate and the Minority Leader of the
House, shall notify the Members of the Sen-
ate and House, respectively, to reassemble
whenever, in their opinion, the public inter-
est shall warrant it.

f

MOTION TO PROCEED TO
EXECUTIVE SESSION

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the Senate imme-
diately proceed to executive session to
consider the following nominations en
bloc: Executive Calendar Nos. 408 and
410. I further ask unanimous consent
that the nominations be confirmed, en
bloc, the motions to reconsider be laid
upon the table, any statements relat-
ing to the nominations be printed in
the RECORD, the President be imme-
diately notified of the Senate’s action,
and the Senate then return to legisla-
tive session.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection to the request?

Mr. INHOFE. I object.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-

tion is heard.
Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, in light of

that objection, I move to proceed to ex-
ecutive session to consider Executive
Calendar No. 408. There is a request for
a vote by our distinguished colleague,
Senator INHOFE. Therefore, I ask for
the yeas and nays on the motion.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The yeas and nays were ordered.
Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, before the

Chair puts the question, I understand
following this vote there will be some
debate by my colleague from Okla-
homa with respect to these two judges.
I further understand, following the
Senator’s statement, we will proceed to
two further rollcall votes on the con-
firmation of these judicial nominees.
Senators should, therefore, be notified
that a rollcall vote will begin on the
pending motion and that after some
time for debate, two additional votes
will occur today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The dis-
tinguished Democratic leader.

Mr. DASCHLE. Reserving the right
to object, I ask the majority leader,
may we have an understanding that
vote will not occur prior to 1:45 p.m.?
Let me clarify. The motion to proceed
can take place now, but if there are
subsequent votes, those votes not take
place——

Mr. LOTT. Is the Senator asking con-
sent?

Mr. DASCHLE. I ask unanimous con-
sent.

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, I have no
objection to that.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. LOTT. Mr. President, before we
do go to a vote on the motion, I want
to have a colloquy with the distin-
guished Senator from Oklahoma. The
vote then on the motion will occur im-
mediately following this colloquy,
which should not take very long. Then
the vote on the two nominees will not
occur before 1:45 p.m. It may be later
than that; I emphasize that.

The Senator from Oklahoma may
want to talk for a while, and others
may want to comment on this. We
want to accommodate, as we always
do, Senators who wish to be heard on
important nominations. I yield the
floor to the Senator from Oklahoma.

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I thank
the majority leader for yielding to me.

Last year, at the end of the session,
I came to the floor and informed the
White House, as well as my colleagues,
that of a list of 13 proposed appoint-
ments, 8 were acceptable. I did this by
checking with my colleagues to find
out who would be placing holds on
which of those 13 nominees. There were
five that would have had holds on
them.

I further stated that if anyone other
than the eight were appointed, I would
put a hold on all judicial nominations
for the 2nd session of the 106th Con-
gress. This policy was the result of an
exchange of letters with the adminis-
tration last summer in which the
White House agreed to provide a list of
potential recess appointments prior to
adjournment so that the Senate could
act on these appointments and avoid
contentious action on recess appoint-
ments. The 8 to which I agreed were
from a list of 13 that was provided by
the White House, and I read those into
the RECORD.

On December 9 the White House gave
a recess appointment to Stuart
Weisberg to the OSHA Review Commis-
sion, and on December 17 the White
House gave a recess appointment to
Sarah Fox to the National Labor Rela-
tions Board. They were not on the list
of 13 that was received on November 18
and to which I referred on November
19. Based on these actions, I believe the
White House violated their commit-
ment by making these recess appoint-
ments. Therefore, I said I would put a
hold on every judicial nomination this
year. I believe this is the correct reac-
tion to the action taken by the White
House.
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